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1 O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the warfdsy mouth? | will open my

mouth in parables, | will utter hidden things, @rfrom of old-> what we have heard
and known, what our fathers have told 1i&/e will not hide them from their children;
we will tell the next generation the praisewortteeds of the LORD, his power, and the
wonders he has doreHe decreed statutes for Jacob and establishdawtia Israel,
which he commanded our forefathers to teach thwldren,® so the next generation
would know them, even the children yet to be band they in turn would tell their
children.’” Then they would put their trust in God and woutd forget his deeds but
would keep his command$They would not be like their forefathers— a stutsband
rebellious generation, whose hearts were not ltwy&od, whose spirits were not faithful
to him.Psalm 78: 1-8 (NIV)

Foundational Truth: God’s command to each generation is to pass omuspitruths, in
both teachin@nd modeled obediend® the next generation.

* The purpose is for the next generation to comeneltionshipwith God...
o trustingfully in Him as their Lord.
o avoidingthe mistakes of the past.
o passingon His glory to all who come after them.

* The primary vehicle for this command to unfoldhe family.
(Genesis 18:18-19 through Ephesians §:4
o God’s intention is that the honrould be the classroom for the
most important lessons of life for the next gernerat
» The family is God’s original smafiroup (2 Timothy 1:5)
o God’s design is that the spiritual developmenteffamily would
be within — not separate from — the larger comnyuniitfaith.
(Nehemiah §

+ Roadblocks we face...
* The older generation can igndtee responsibility

= Alack of passion
= A busyschedule



= A presence of fear

* The older generation can misunderst#mlresponsibility.
» The_churchshould support and reinforce the spiritual nurtgtihat
is happening in the family

The more of parental teaching the better; ministand Sabbath-school
teachers were never meant to be substitutes fdreristtears and father’s
prayers...The first lesson for a child should be eoning his mother’'s
God...Around the fire side fathers should repeatamty the bible
records, but the deeds of the martyrs and reformBesader, if you have
children, mind you do not fail in this duty...As fas our brief life allows
us to arrange, we must industriously provide fergldly nurture of our
youth. (Charles Spurgeon)

* The enemy can shatttére family.

...they will renew the ruined cities that have been @vastated for generations...
(Isaiah 61)

A prayer for Agape: God would you be pleased to mold us into a havdmope for
devastated families? Would you use us to renewims? Would you be pleased to
raise us up to be a place where weary parentsanglit to new strength, wounded
children are healed, and shattered relationshgsestored™ so, please stir us up to
your call and let it be.



